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TO CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY, STUDENTS 
IN GRADES K-5 REPRESENTED WHAT 

“GOOD CITIZENSHIP” MEANS AND HOW IT APPLIES 
TO THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES.

        SEE THEIR ENLIGHTENING RESPONSES 
STARTING ON PAGE 4
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       The Civics Corner
Let’s hear from 5th grade student
Nick Vargas about why Hispanic
Heritage Month is so important!

MM: 
What is your heritage and what

makes you most proud of it?

NICK: 
My heritage is Ecuadorian, Dominican,
and Puerto Rican. I like that I'm one of

the only Hispanic boys in my class. This
makes me feel special. I'm proud to be

part of 3 different cultures, eating
different foods and visiting different
places. The one thing that all Latino
cultures have in common is family. I
am proud of that because I always

know I can rely on my family and my
family can rely on me.

MM: 
Which Latin American traditions

and events do you and your family
keep or participate in?

NICK: 
We have very big parties and family
gatherings. It's a lot of fun because

everyone is eating and dancing. I've
never had a party that wasn't fun. Our
next big party is my sister's sweet 16

and I'm really looking forward to it. We
also go to the cultural festivals like the

Puerto Rican and Ecuadorian festival. I
like to walk around, try different foods,

listen to music, dance, and hang out
with my family.

MM:
When your friends travel to Puerto
Rico, which place should they visit

first? Why?

NICK:
They should visit the capital of Puerto
Rico, San Juan because there are so

many different foods to try, and so many
things to try. The city of Old San Juan

looks like an olden-times city. The roads
are made out of brick and the buildings

are very colorful. There was also "El
Moro" which is a HUGE Fort. There was
a giant field of grass in front of it where
people were flying kites. Behind the Fort
was a clear blue ocean, that looked like it

was teeming with wildlife - not like the
nasty city water. 



MM:
What people of Hispanic descent do

you look up to and admire?

NICK:
What people of Hispanic descent do you

look up to and admire?

I look up to Lynn Manuel Miranda
because he created the number one play
on Broadway and he seems like a really
nice guy. He also does so much stuff to

help Puerto Rico.

MM:
What do you think makes a

culturally-inclusive classroom?

NICK:
A way to make a culturally inclusive
classroom is if a teacher does mini-

lessons on different cultures, lessons to
help students learn about their own
culture, or help the class learn about

someone else's culture.

MM:
Why shouldn’t Hispanic Heritage

Month be celebrated EVERY month
of the year!

NICK:
I wish it was celebrated every month of
the year! BUT - It shouldn't be, because

you have to make room for other cultures.
so other people can learn about them and

not just learn about one. If they just
learned about Hispanic culture,

eventually, throughout generations, no
one would know about other cultures and

eventually, it would just be one culture.
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FIRST GRADERS READ THE STORY STRIPES, WHICH TAUGHT THEM 
HOW TO BE TRUE TO THEMSELVES SO THAT OTHERS WILL
LOVE AND RESPECT THEM. THEN, THEY DREW THEIR OWN 

RAINBOW-SELVES AND DESCRIBED HOW THEY WERE FEELING.
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To learn about Indigenous
People’s Day, students in 2nd
and 3rd grades read the story

Knots On A Counting Rope and
then discussed the reasons the

holiday’s name was changed
from Columbus Day. In 2021,

President Joe Biden issued the
first national proclamation of

Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

According to the National
Museum of the American Indian,

“We promote including
Indigenous perspectives, like
those of the Taíno Peoples, to

provide a more complete
narrative when teaching about

Columbus.”
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Family crests and coats of arms are powerful family
symbols passed down through generations. They

were commonly used throughout the 11–17th
centuries, and they can still be meaningful

reminders for families past, present, and future.
Our Civics students designed their own family
crests so they could share with each other their

diverse traditions, cultures, and heritages.

                                            It’s FAIR
        It’s EASY TO FOLLOW

      It’s WELL-DESIGNED

Civics students learned the 3- part test of what makes a “good rule”: 

(Plus, it has to be relevant to students’ lives!)
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