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Whether it's swooning to The
Beatles in Music Class, cooking up

heart-healthy kale chips in the
W.I.T.S. Lab, discussing a

participatory budgeting initiative,
grooving to Caribbean drum

beats, or reading prominent Black
authors, P.S. 110 students lead
with love and understanding.
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O s k a r  A m b j o r
 

 

1 )  I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b r i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  B l a c k
h i s t o r y  h e r e  i n  A m e r i c a  b e c a u s e  s l a v e r y  a n d
r a c i s m  h a v e  a f f e c t e d  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  f o r  a

v e r y  l o n g  t i m e .
 

2 )  I n  c l a s s  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  s l a v e r y  b e g a n  i n
A m e r i c a  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .

 

3 )  T o  c e l e b r a t e  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h ,  w e  c a n
r e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  a n d  B l a c k

A m e r i c a n s .  W e  c a n  s u p p o r t  B l a c k  b u s i n e s s e s
a n d  a s k  q u e s t i o n s .  M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w e  c a n

l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  s o  w e
c a n  a l l  g a i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
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A u g u s t  B o d m a n
 

1 )  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  B l a c k
h i s t o r y  i n  A m e r i c a  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  t h i n k i n g
t h a t  o n l y  w h i t e  p e o p l e  c a n  d o  t h i n g s  i s  v e r y

u n f a i r .  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  i s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y .
M a n y  p a r t s  o f  A m e r i c a ’ s  h i s t o r y  a r e  h o r r i d .

T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  A m e r i c a  c a n ’ t  b e
u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  a b o u t  r a c i s m .
O f t e n  B l a c k  p e o p l e  h a v e  t o  w o r k  h a r d e r  f o r
l e s s  m o n e y  t h a n  w h i t e  p e o p l e .  B l a c k  p e o p l e

h a v e  h a d  m a n y  b i g  f e a t s  t o  h e l p  o u r  c o u n t r y
i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  l i k e  e n g i n e e r i n g ,

m u s i c ,  a r t ,  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  c u l t u r e .  B u t ,  r a c i s m  i s
s t i l l  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  U . S .

t o d a y .  S o ,  w e  n e e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  B l a c k  H i s t o r y
M o n t h  a n d  b e y o n d .

 
 

2 )  I n  c l a s s ,  I ' v e  l e a r n e d  s o o o  m u c h  a b o u t
B l a c k  h i s t o r y ,  s u c h  a s  h o w  b o x e r  M u h a m m a d

A l i  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  b o x e r s  i n  t h e
w o r l d .  I t  w a s  a  t r e a t  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  h i m !  

I  a l s o  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s l a v e r y  i n
A m e r i c a  f r o m  1 6 1 9  t o  1 8 6 5  - -  n e a r l y  2 5 0  y e a r s

o f  e n s l a v e m e n t .  Y e t ,  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n s  h e l p e d  b u i l d  m u c h  o f  w h a t  N e w

Y o r k  C i t y  i s  t o d a y .  P l u s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t
o f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  w o u l d  n e v e r
h a v e  b e e n  w o n .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8 0 , 0 0 0  A f r i c a n

A m e r i c a n s  j o i n e d  t h e  U n i o n  a r m y !
 

3 )  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  y o u  c a n  c e l e b r a t e
B l a c k  h i s t o r y .  I  w o u l d  s a y  a  p r e t t y  e f f e c t i v e

w a y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  i s  t o  l e a r n
a b o u t  B l a c k  h i s t o r y .  Y o u  c a n  c e l e b r a t e  a n y

w a y  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e .  A  c o u p l e  o f  w a y s  y o u  c a n
c e l e b r a t e  a r e  t o  s t u d y  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  b y

w a t c h i n g  m o v i e s  o r  d o c u m e n t a r i e s ,  o r  b y
j o i n i n g  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  a b o u t  B l a c k  h i s t o r y .  A n d
d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  e e a c h

a n d  e v e r y  d a y !
 

The Civics Corner
In this month's issue of the Monitor Monthly, fourth grade students August Bodman and

Oskar Ambjor give their takes on Black History Month and the state of equity today.

August
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Students learn the contributions of 
African Americans during the Civil War.
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One of the most inspiring Black athletes and activists: 
Muhammad Ali

Student-created Padlet dedicated to Muhammad Ali


